Lesson Plans That Work
Year A — Season after Pentecost, Proper 21
Gospel Lesson for Younger Children

Scripture: Matthew 21:23-32

In this season after Pentecost, we hear stories of Jesus’ ministry in the world and our call
to engage in that mission. This season is also known as Ordinary Time coming from the
word “ordinal” which means counted time. This time is not ordinary as in common or
regular, but it is the time of counted weeks between Pentecost and Advent. The color for
this season is green and it is often referred to as the green growing time as we hear stories
of what God is calling us to do in the world, we join in that call, and we grow in our faith.

A Notation for This Week’s Gospel

Jesus’ journey takes him to the temple for the last time and stays there. During these next
three chapters we see Jesus teaching on a variety of topics, not because he set out to do
so0, but because the high priests, elders and Pharisees are trying to trap him by asking
tricky questions and backing him into a corner. As we read these stories, we know that
Jesus was not going to play that game.

Jesus is seen by others as having the authority to heal and teach, but in today’s lesson the
chief priests and elders question this authority. By answering their question with a
question about John the Baptist, Jesus is not stalling them, but rather evoking the
prophets that have come before him and identifying himself and John the Baptist with the
prophets of the past. When the chief priests and elders respond, they respond not from
what they know to be true, but rather from a place of political maneuvering. To save
themselves, they say they do not know.

So Jesus presents them with a parable, a story that teaches us about a truth. This is a
parable about doing the work God has given us to do, not just saying we are going to do
it, but going and doing the work, no matter where we are on our own journey or about
what we may or may not have done in the past. God wants us out in the world, doing
what we are called to do. As people of God we are to witness, to name our beliefs and be
a worker in the field.

Theme: What God has Given Us To Do

Supplies Needed: You will need paper, large paper (for the charts), scissors, glue, and
markers or crayons. Magazines are optional.

Make sure you have all the supplies you will need for each activity. You may want to
lay them out ahead of time. If you want to make the room reflect the theme for the day,
you can put up pictures of people serving others in a variety of ways, or bring in a few
gardening tools to represent the two sons that were to go work in the vineyard.
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Beginning: As the children arrive, welcome them to the room and invite them to your
gathering area. Ask them how their week was. If you want to give them a primer for
your lesson, you can ask them to share what they were asked to do any
work/chores/duties this week by parents or at school. What is it like doing those tasks?
Is it easy, difficult, fun, boring, etc?

Prayer: Almighty God, we gather together to listen to your message so we may come to
know you and discover how we are called to serve you in this world. Open our hearts
and minds that we may explore what you are asking us to do. Amen.

The Story: Matthew 21:23-32

In the Bible we hear stories of many people. These people are just like us, they eat and
sleep, go to school and work. God has a plan for each of them, and in hearing the stories
we learn that God’s plan is for each of us too.

Read Matthew 21:23-32 to the children.

Reflection Questions:

* [ wonder what Jesus was trying to tell us in his story about the two sons?

* I wonder how the first son felt when he decided to go do the work?

* [ wonder how the second son felt when he didn’t go do the work even though he said
he would?

* [ wonder if someone has ever asked you to do a task and you have either done it or
not done it?

Intro to Activity:
In the promises that we make at Baptisms in the Baptismal Covenant, we promise to
“seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as ourselves.”
What do you think “to seek and serve Christ” means?
Allow the children to respond.
What do you think this means for how we treat one another?
Allow the children to respond.

We just heard a story about a father and two sons. In the story, the father asks one son to
do the work, he says no, but then later in the day, he decides that he should do the work.
The father also asks the second son to go into the field and do the work, he says yes, but
then never goes into the field to help. In this story Jesus is reminding us that it is
important to go and do the work God asks us to do. It does not matter if we say no first,
or if we aren’t perfect, or if we mess up sometimes. What is important is that we go and
do what God has asked of us.

Through our baptismal covenant and by being people of God, we are all called by God to
go and do the work.

Let’s name some ways that we can “seek and serve Christ in all persons.”
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Allow the children time to brainstorm. If they are having a hard time starting to
brainstorm, you can ask them if certain things would be serving others and then name
things like: helping a friend at school, playing with a new student at school, doing work
around the house that would help out the others in the house (feeding the dog, cleaning,
vacuuming, picking up my stuff, etc.), bring someone to church, help at a soup kitchen,
pray for a friend who is having troubles, etc.

Activity: Doing God’s Work and Helping Others Plan

Have the children create a plan or a chart that they can hang up at home to help remind
them of ways that they can do God’s work and serve other people. You may want to
have some magazines or clip art they can use to help create the project using words
and/or pictures of how people help each other. When you are done, make sure they have
time to share them with one another.

Activity: Handprint Pledges
Have each child choose a piece of construction paper and find a partner. Have the
partners trace one another’s hands on the pieces of construction paper.

Once each child has a piece of construction paper with their traced hand on it, have them
write or draw the following:

Inside of the hand: What are the things you can do in your family to do the work of God?
(examples: help with chores, pray at meals, be nice to my sister/brother, do something
nice for my parents, etc.)

Outside of the hand: What are some things you can do in your community and in the
world to do the work of God? (serve at a soup kitchen, visit people in nursing homes,
make cards for the sick, raise money for those in need, help people at school, etc.)

When the children are done, give them time to share them with one another. If you are
short on time, you can ask them to share one or two things with one another.

Closure: Invite the children to share what they created today. Ask them what bit of
Christ’s work they want to do today.

Gather/Ending: Gracious and Loving God, we thank you for our time together as we
explored what it means to serve you and others. Help us to remember that doing your
work in the world, seeking and serving others in your name, and being the people you
have called us to be is the most important thing we can do. Be with us as we leave this
place and bless our acts of service that we might serve others in your name. Amen.

Written by The Rev. Shannon Kelly

Printed by the Office for Formation and Vocation Ministries of the Domestic and Foreign
Missionary Society, 815 Second Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017.

© 2014 The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the
United States of America. All rights reserved.

e L PISCOP AL crrvren™®



