Lesson Plans that Work
Year B - Proper 18
Lesson Plans for Younger Children
Revised Common Lectionary Old Testament Readings — Track One

Scripture: Old Testament: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23

Background: Today’s reading is in Proverbs and we will be focusing on things that the rich and
poor have in common. Proverbs brings wisdom to the people through a woman named Wisdom.
Through Proverbs, Wisdom helps us understand that all people belong to the same family
because we are all created by God. Through Proverbs we see that we should not give preferential
treatment to the rich. We are called to look for God in every situation that we are in. Sometimes
we meet people that appear to be very different from us, but in reality, we have several things in
common with everyone.

A Notation for This Week’s Old Testament Reading: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23

The Old Testament reading today is the first of three in the Book of Proverbs. This section of
Proverbs allows us to be mindful of how we treat others. We are asked to not be unjust to the
poor or to crush the afflicted. This also means that we should not give preferential treatment to
those that are wealthy. God is seen as the great defender of the poor and afflicted and being
unkind to these groups of people would bring us in opposition to God.

Many people in our world have forgotten what the poor and afflicted are going through. God
wants us to treat the poor and afflicted in a kind way, and to also be helpful to them. Finding
things that are in common between the rich and the poor are important to help us bridge the gap
that currently exists in our two-tier society.

Theme: Rich and Poor are Alike

Before Class: Review the lesson and prepare the craft materials you plan on using.

Cut the following Young Child Friendly Verses of the reading individually before you begin
class.

Young Child Friendly Verses:
A good name and a good reputation are important to have.

God sees no difference between rich people and poor people. God created both of them equally.
Doing things that are not good will not be helpful later.
Sharing your food is helpful and you will be rewarded.

Help those that need it and God will be grateful to you.
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Snack: If your time together includes snack you may help the children create edible crowns. You
will need a round, flat cookie; a spread (peanut butter, jelly, cream cheese — keeping in mind
allergies of the children); and pretzels broken into small pieces. Encourage each child to put a
spread on the cookie and then to add broken pieces of pretzels around the edge of the cookie.
This will make it look like a crown. Serving small cups of water with these snacks is encouraged.

Supplies for the craft activities:

Crowns:

Pre-cut paper crowns (or stock paper for creating your own)
Decorations to be glued on crown (stones, bling, yarn)

Crayons

Glue

Ribbon and hole punch (if you want to tie the back of the crown)

Small Crown:

Toilet paper rolls (one for every two crowns)
Glitter

Glue

Scissors

Bingo Card Game:
Printed bingo card (found at the end of the lesson)
Stickers

Beginning: Ask the children to gather (in a circle, or at the table, whatever your class custom is)
and once you are all seated ask them the following questions:

e What does it mean to be rich?

e What does it mean to be poor?

e How are rich and poor people the same (alike)?

Once everyone that wants to share has answered at least one of the above questions inform your
class that you are now going to pray (again according to your class custom: bow your head, hold
hands to prepare for prayer)

Opening Prayer: Thank you, Lord for this beautiful day with our church family. We love that
we all have you in common and that you care for the rich and poor in the same way. In God’s
name we pray, Amen.

The Story: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23

The Book of Proverbs asks us to think about how we live every day. Proverbs gives advice and
shares wisdom to all who will listen. Proverbs is shared wisdom written by King Solomon and
others that were collected during his time. King Solomon was very helpful to the people of
Israel. He built the First Temple and he was known to be very wise.

The Young Child Friendly Verses (in place of Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23) can be read by a
different child (or a helpful adult) as part of the teaching of the lesson. The children can help to
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brainstorm the meaning of each verse. Feel free to guide the students if they are struggling for
ideas. The reading of each Proverb can be from a piece of paper or from an electronic tablet,
smart phone, or computer.

Young Child Friendly Verses:
A good name and a good reputation are important to have.

God sees no difference between rich people and poor people. God created both of them equally.
Doing things that are not good will not be helpful later.
Sharing your food is helpful and you will be rewarded.
Help those that need it and God will be grateful to you.

Reflection Questions:

At the end of each Proverb you can ask the following questions or something similar.
e What do you think is being said in this verse?

e [ wonder what this might tell us about how God wants us to be?

Activities:

Decorate a Crown:

Before beginning the craft activity ask the students to name someone that likes to give them
advice.

Often in our society we are taught that only rich people can wear a crown. Creating a crown for
someone that is special in our life is a nice way to show that we care about and appreciate them.
Each student should be encouraged to decorate a crown for the person in their life that gives
them advice.

The children will decorate a paper crown that rich and poor alike can wear. You may purchase
pre-cut paper crowns at a craft store or you may create your own to cut out. You should have one
crown available for each child in the class. The children should decorate it in a manner to their
liking. Some may decide to glue fake stones and others may decide to use crayons to decorate it.
Remind them to give the crown to someone that gives them advice.

Small Crown:

You may decide to present a small crown for the children to decorate in place of the larger one.
Cut each toilet paper roll in half. Each half will be a small crown. Make “V” shape cuts around
the top of the toilet paper roll. Encourage the students to decorate this small crown with glitter or
other small decorations. To see a picture of this type of small crown you may search the
following term online: “Toilet paper roll crown”.

Bingo Game:

Today is the beginning of a 4-week long Bingo Game. See the end of the lesson for a printed
bingo card. Remember to put their names on the card.
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The students have 4 Sundays to fully complete the Bingo card. Encourage the children to try to
remember to do the activities throughout the week. Use a sticker to indicate a finished activity.
Check in with the students next Sunday to see how many more spots have been completed.
When all nine spots have a sticker the Bingo Card is complete! Keep the cards until the end of
the Bingo Game and have small prizes for them at the end.

Getting Closure:
Gather your students in your classroom custom. Before saying the Closing Prayer, ask which of
the verses that we read today was your favorite? Why?

Closing Prayer:

Thank you, Jesus Christ, for giving us this time to be with our church friends and for helping us
to learn about ourselves, you, and God. Help us to remember those that are near us, both rich
and poor. In God’s Name We Pray, Amen.
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